


Ribbons of gold, twists of crimson and spires of cerulean; 
its name says it all, “The Beckoning.” Reaching into the 
sky at the entrance to National Harbor, the 85ft. colorful 
and abstract corten steel statue welcomes all who enter the 
property. Amidst tree-lined streets entering National Harbor, 
the imposing sculpture was designed to reflect the exciting 
emergence of a new city rising on the banks of the Potomac 
River. And all those who pass it are compelled to slow down 
and take a closer look.

Art isn’t simply on display at National Harbor, it’s 
incorporated into the fabric of the landscape, creating 
beautiful surprises around every corner. Internationally 
renowned artist Albert Paley’s “The Beckoning” sets the tone 
from the moment visitors drive into National Harbor and his 
influence continues throughout their visit. 

Standing high above the foot of American Way, sixty feet in 
the air, two eagles each with some fourteen foot wingspans, 
overlook the Potomac River. When viewed from the top of 
American Way, Paley’s sculptures made of twisted and shaped 
stainless steel appear to be soaring between the buildings of 
National Harbor over the Potomac River. Paley’s artistic gems 
such as these extraordinary eagles help create the uniqueness 
of National Harbor.

Albert Paley is no stranger to the D.C. region. His works in 
the area include the gates at the Enid Haupt garden of the 
Smithsonian Castle and a gate at the National Cathedral.  

 
From a studio based in Rochester, New York, Paley has 
created works of art that appear in the permanent collections 
of many of the world’s major museums including the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston, and the British Museum and Victoria 
and Albert Museum in London. An active artist for over 
30 years, Paley is the first metal sculptor to receive the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the American Institute of 
Architects, the AIA’s highest award to a non-architect.

National Harbor welcomed the Freedom Schooner Amistad 
for its National Homecoming. La Amistad embarked on its 
first transatlantic voyage in spring 2007, retracing the slave 
trade triangle. Recently, The Atlantic Freedom Tour joined 
international agencies and organizations in the U.S., Canada, 
Great Britain, continental Europe and West Africa as part of 
the international commemoration of the 200th anniversary 
of the abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave trade.

The hosting of the Freedom Schooner Amistad at National 
Harbor created a tremendous educational opportunity 
for the region, allowing visitors and residents to tour the 

vessel first hand and visit the associated exhibit, displayed 
in the atrium of the Prince George’s County Administration 
Building in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. 

“Everyone at National Harbor was honored to host the 
Freedom Schooner Amistad, an incredible symbol of our 
nation’s history,” said Kent Digby, Vice President of National 
Harbor. “Since we began planning National Harbor we 
have looked to commemorate the history and heritage of 
our region. We were honored to have the opportunity to 
host this extraordinary vessel, which has such an enormous 
educational value.”

A National Homecoming  
at National Harbor
In September, National Harbor had the privilege of hosting 
a floating national treasure, the Freedom Schooner Amistad. 
From September 16-22, the National Harbor marina was 
home to the recreation of La Amistad, the original vessel was 
an integral part of the Amistad Incident of 1839, the first 
civil rights case heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. The visit to 
National Harbor helped commemorate the 1808 signing of 
the U.S. law abolishing the African slave trade.

The much anticipated return of Cirque du Soleil to the D.C. metropolitan region is 
finally here with the latest touring production, Kooza. It’s been two years since Cirque 
du Soleil has entertained audiences in the area, but the stage lights will turn on once 
again with the opening of Kooza on Thursday, October 30, 2008. A return to the origins 
of Cirque du Soleil, Kooza combines the two circus traditions of acrobatic performance 
and the art of clowning. Kooza tells the story of a loner in search of his place in the 
world, encountering a colorful menagerie of characters on the way, including the King, 
the Trickster, the Pickpocket, and the Obnoxious Tourist and his Bad Dog. Kooza’s 
exotic and thrilling acts are filled with laughter, heartfelt emotion and toe-tapping 
music inspired by the sounds of western pop culture and traditional Indian music.

Kooza from Cirque du Soleil 
Tickets Now On Sale

“Kooza” at National Harbor is 
a limited engagement, running 
October 30-December 14, 2008. 

For more information and  
ticket purchases, visit  

www.cirquedusoleil.com.

Art at New Heights 
Discover the Artwork of Albert Paley

Who doesn’t wish they had their own luxury yacht to cruise 
the open seas? Thanks to the local and minority owned Fort 
Washington Potomac River Tours’, you can now “sail the seas” 
in style, enjoying an intimate yachting experience.  The Fort 
Washington Potomac River Tours’ new motor yacht “The 
Pelican” is ready and available for charter out of the National 
Harbor Marina. Whether for a romantic cruise for two, a 
corporate event or a wedding reception for 49, “The Pelican” 
is your private yacht with all the entertaining amenities you 
could want. 

“The Pelican” comes complete with satellite TV, a state of 
the art four zone music system, a full presentation gallery 
complete with onboard computer system, a bridal suite 
and heating and air conditioning. Whether you’re looking 
for a plated five-star entrée or passed hors d’oeuvres, 
menus are prepared by the yacht’s select caterers to whet 
anyone’s appetite from gourmet to barbeque. Paired with a 
complete beverage service, you’re sure to have a one of a kind 
experience as you sail down the Potomac.

Charters along the Potomac River allow “The Pelican” to 
provide its guests with two very different itineraries for your 
cruising pleasure. The yacht’s southern scenic route takes you 
past some of the region’s greatest historic sites, including the 
19th century Fort Washington, Mount Vernon and Occoquan 
Bay. If you choose the northern route you’ll have the 
opportunity to see Alexandria, Virginia and Washington D.C. 
like never before, with spectacular views of the monuments 
and Washington Waterfront. See you on the high seas!

The Pelican Sets Sail

To learn more about the work of Albert Paley,  
visit www.albertpaley.com or enjoy it for  

yourself at National Harbor.

To learn more about all the Fort Washington Potomac Tours’ “Pelican” has to offer, visit www.fortwashingtonrivertours.com.
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Why Cook When You Can Dine Out? 
Sauciety is a modern American grill with a culinary twist
A dish is defined by the sauces that accompany it and the Westin at National 
Harbor’s signature restaurant Sauciety takes that concept to a whole new level. 
The Westin’s unique restaurant, only the second of its kind, is a modern American 
grill that offers diners a variety of unique and flavorful sauces, spreads, dips, and 
chutneys to customize each meal course. With a main menu featuring a selection of 
meats and fish that are simply grilled or pan-roasted, guests are able to select two of 
fifteen unique sauces to accompany each entrée. 

Serving breakfast, lunch, and dinner, the Sauciety dining experience along the 
Potomac waterfront will allow guests to customize each meal that can be shared by 
a group or enjoyed individually. Adding new flavors to classic favorites and creating 
unique tastes never experienced before, Sauciety allows guests to enjoy a fresh spin 
on the best cuisine the region has to offer. 

Sauciety is open Sunday through Thursdays 6:30a.m. to 10:00p.m. and Fridays and 
Saturday’s 6:30a.m. to 11:00p.m.

Saturday, October 18 
American Market 

9:00am - 2:00pm

October 30 - December 14 
Kooza from Cirque du Soleil 

Tickets On Sale Now
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137 National Plaza

Suite 300

National Harbor, MD 20745


